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A A Colledge of Maids ; 


; OR, A Us. 


| "VIRGIN: SOCIETY. 
: Written Ag. 12. 167%. To 


: . Sir, 
FOU may exped&. I Gould | givo 


you ſome account of the; De- 


ben mention'd ycſterday at our 
I Veniſon (where we had balf 
| fl * —_ fair young Ladics, ricb,- and 


vgs ). Wer wal the hy 
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bo A Letter touching 


Matias, or the. Yirgin-Societ), at” leaſt 
on far as to free irtrom' ridicule. Thus 
then, 

Firſt, The End (for thatis brſt to be 
conſidered.) is to improve ingenuous 
Maids in'fuch qualiries as beft become 
- their Sex, and may fit them both for a 

happy Life in this, and mach more in 
the next World. | 
Secondly, The Mears is firſt ro ſe. 
parate ' them from the contagion of 
common Converſation ( which is ſel- 
domeuncorruprt) and to find them de- 
cent employments and exerciſes, both 
Divine and Humane (with Moderate 
Recreation ) 'in a convenient Houle, 
where they may have Lodging and Dier 
rogether, and be under Goyernment, 
ſomewhar like the Halls of Common- 
crs at Oxford. #7 

Thirdly, Atentrance every onepurs 
3D Clution-money iro the hands of: the 
Steward, an Aged ,' grave Gentleman, 
and of khown Integrity ; five pounds, 
more br leſs, according ro the quality 
of the Perſons. Fot; Fourth- 


higher and lower Commonſals, and the 
chief Governeſs at the head of the high- 
x: the Pro- Governeſ# of the lo wer Far 
©. (en? 
Fifthly, They are, erved by. Maids 
of meaner birth and-cſtate,. and. ſome 
of theſe have thereby maintenance from 
their friends (nor enough) and t 
wait at the higher Table, ſome orher, 
and fewer, wait at the lower... And 
all rheſe wait alſo on the Ladies.in-their 
Chambers, being well rewarded: for 
their ſervice; 
Sixthly, There belongs to this Houſe 
an antient Divzne, of competent Gra- 
vity and Learning ( approved by.the 


Lord Biſhop of the Dioceſs) ro atrend |} 
at the Chappel or Dining-room, . once © 4 


or twice a day for Prayers3 and He al- 

ſo Preacherh once or twicea Week. . 
Seventhly, The Gowerneſſes, ( which 
may be-choſen yearly by cgnlerir.); ace 2 
cording to the: Advice.of ,che Chap.  * 
lain, appoint the Ladies and their maids - 
Az a me- 


Fourthly , There, aro two. Tab/es, £. 


2 of Leveer ronching > 
2 method of private Reading + ad De- 
votion. 

Eighthly, The Fathers of- the Vir- 
gins (or two choſen men amongſt 
' them) are Viſitors of the Colledge, 


and may, when they pleaſe, rake their 


heers home for a few da' ES, and 
diſpoſe of them in marriage when they 
picaſe, raking a fair Farewell of the 
Society. 
* -Ninthly, A fair Garden belongs to 
the Houſe, where they bave plcafanc 
Walks and Arbors, and variety, not 
only of beautiful Flowers, bur of whol- 
ſome Herbs, and Phyſical Plants; 
whercof they learn the Uſe and. Vir- 
rues- 

Tenthly, Their Library, or cloſet 
of Books, in the Dining room, con- 
rains choice Authors of Hiftory, Poe- 
zry, and eſpecially of Praffical Divinity 
and Devorion : Not only Engli/h, but 
of Learned, as well as uo Len. 
guege. Wherein divers of the Socicry 
are $killed, and willing tro -teach the 


| {78108 . .xelt, 
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yh, ew "ane on mn. we 


"in, oa 


dre of CMaids,tce.. 
\ 


Rp as many as are inclined 6aJape co 
learn. 
Eleventhly, There aro among chem- 


ſelves alſo nor wanting, 'who reach 36v- . 


fick and Dencing, ( belides Need/e-works 


and Dr«wing) © tarar leaft, which | 


is. enough ) as concerneth decent' mo- 


tion, and geſture of- body, and' may | 


ſerve for recreation, or for the l[ervice 
of God, I mean Muſick of Voice or'] n- 
ſtrumenr. 

Tweltthly, Some of them arc caps- 
| ble and well-affeed roſtudies of Phils- 
fophy., eſpecially Natural and Moral ; 
and. delighted with: making ſome of 
 thecafier Experimentrin Natural things. 
Thircecathly, Their Chambers, and 
liberty of going abroad, avd viliting'of 
Friends, may be eaſily ordered by the 
Counſels of their Parents, whom we 
have named Vilicors or Yn and 
by the Governeſles, 

Fourteenthly, Their Apparel is mo- 
deſt, ſuitable ro their Minds, The up- 
per Garment a looſe Gown girt abour - 

them, 


” «4 rv *% £4.44 ty 3 
ey”, x pe hs ts ata « : © ES ME 6 
an TT d ho oe; > - « Ag EO ag” ; 
*, 0} al I $ 93s i. » : 
3s 4 % 4 « A 


© HA AFFECT; FORCHIAD Fo 
thems; and a large Hood ; the Gentle. 
women year fine ſilk, of ſome ſad co- 
Jour;; cheir Maids of fine Serge. © Bur 
when- wich their Parents and Friends, 
they go in any becoming habir, nor 


ſhewing any part naked, beſide the face © » 
and hands. - | | 
Fifteenthly , On the Holy dajes they fÞ 
uſero go orderly to the Pariſh-Church | x 
near their Houſe, where they have a f, 
private Gallery fitted for them. M 
.. All this, ( which you may add to, or p 
alter ) is ſubmitted to your candid cen- 
ſure, by 
Alg, 12. 75. Your Humble Servant ' 
? rl 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
Sir, | 


He A4bby-Houſe, holden by Leaſe; 

will contain twenty Gentlewo- 

men, and their ten Maids: ewo forthe 

Kitrchin, rwo for the Buttery, and fix 

for the Dining Room. The Perſons 

may be found within ſeyen miles com- 
paſs, as I ſuppole. TINY 


FASL 


Ladies Calling, part. , pag. 3. 


As for the Religious Orders of Virgins 
in tho Romer Church, though ſome of 
thoſe very great abuſes bave crept ins 
yetI think 'twereto be wiſh'd, that thoſe 
who ſuppreſt them in rhis Nation, had 
cooked themſelves within the bounds 
of a Reformation, by chooling rather to 
reQific and regulate, than aboliſh them, 


FINES 


